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expeditionary force to Mecca, to crush the revolt

where it had started.    They moved an army corps

to Medina by rail, and strengthened it beyond

establishment with guns, cars, aeroplanes, machine

guns, and quantities of horse, mule and camel

transport*   Then they began to advance down

the main western road from Medina to Mecca.

The. total distance was about two hundred and

fifty miles.   The first fifty miles were easy: then

came a belt of hills twenty miles wide, in which

were Faisal's tribesmen standing on the defensive:

after the hills was a level stretch, for seventy

miles along the coastal plain to Rabegh, rather

more than half-way.    Rabegh is a little port on

the Red Sea, with good anchorage for ships.    In

it was Sherif Ali, Faisal's eldest brother, with

more tribal forces, and the beginnings of an Arab

Regular Army, recruited from officers and men of

Arab blood, who had served in the Turkish Army,

and were now willing to fight against their old

masters for their national freedom.

Our military advisers had told us that Rabegh
was the key of Mecca, since no hostile force could
pass along the main road without occupying it
and watering at its wells under the palm trees.
Its defence was therefore of the main importance.
The Navy could co-operate effectively from the
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